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Clearly, greater success rates in both Graduation Rates and Advanced Regents Diploma Rates does not 
indicate that the 2021 cohort were more able learners than the 2019 cohort. Because we are in the middle 
of the pandemic, we know that exemptions from Regents exams allowed students to pass examinations and 
even courses without demonstrating the same level of skill or achievement as in past years. And for 2022 and 
2023, many districts will allow waivers for Regents grades between 50 and 64, allowing Regents examination 
credit.  What effect will those exceptions have on graduation rates? 
 
The reasons for these accommodations are understood, but they must be recognized as an external factor af-
fecting graduation rates. Accommodations are needed, but increases in graduation rates clearly are not in-
dicative of an increase in learning. Just as a decrease in proficiency when the Common Core was introduced 
did not necessarily mean a decrease in learning, an increasing in graduation rates in 2021 (and likely 2022) did 
not necessarily mean that a greater percentage of students were now meeting graduation standards. 
 
Astute observers must continuously be on guard to interpret data objectively and insightfully in our quest to 
use data to improve the instructional process. 
 
 
 
 
 
As always, IDW personnel are available to provide telephone assistance as well as virtual and in-district train-
ing for any district seeking to learn more about this newsletter, or about other best data practices. To schedule 
a training session or ask any IDW-related questions, please call Fred Cohen at (516) 608-
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